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Module Code AH-3314  

Module Title Themes and Issues in the Comparative History of Southeast Asia    

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (History and International Studies)  

Type of Module Major Option 

Modular Credits 4 Total Student Workload 8 hours/week 

Contact Hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None  

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
This module clarifies the rationale of and the approaches to comparative history by drawing illustrative 
examples from the modern history of Southeast Asia. It aims at examining comparatively some of the major 
patterns or themes in the modern history of selected countries in Southeast Asia, from 1800s up to the post-
Second World War.  

Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 

Lower order : 10% - Discuss the nature of, and rationale for, doing comparative history 
- Describe the important themes or patterns in Southeast Asian history from the 

1800s to the post-Second World War. 

Middle order :  10% - Compare and contrast the experience and responses of different countries to 
Western colonisation 

- Analyse the long-term impact of colonisation on Southeast Asian countries. 
- Examine the ways and the extent to which the features of traditional societies 

in the region persisted and were modified in the post-colonial decades. 

Higher order: 80% - Evaluate debatable issues in the comparative history of Southeast Asia. 
- Write a reflective essay on the usefulness of comparative approach to 

understanding the history of various countries in Southeast Asia. 
- Work independently and co-operatively with a team on evaluating the case 

studies 

Module Contents 
- Comparative History: Rationale, issues and approaches 
- Colonial designs and local responses: the Dutch in the East Indies, the British in Burma and Malaya, the 

French in Indo-China, the Spaniards and the Americans in the Philippines 
- Nationalism and nationalist movement: Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, Vietnam, Malay(si)a 
- Revolutions and counter-revolutions : Philippines, Indonesia, Cambodia and Vietnam 
 

Assessment Formative Assessment Weekly assessment and feedback 

Summative Assessment Examination: 0% 

Coursework:  100%            
2 Reflective essays (30%)  
2 Class tests (50%)  
1 Presentation (10%) 
Active class discussion (10%) 
 
  

 


